Splinters from the Board: February 2025

The Tapestry Board is entrusted with an essential task: fiscal oversight. Yet, this responsibility
goes far beyond managing numbers—it's about stewarding our gifts and assets in service to a
greater vision, ensuring that Tapestry continues to thrive as a vibrant and transformational
community. As we grow together, we recognize that growth requires change, and Tapestry has
certainly embraced change over the years.

Reflecting on more than 20 years at Tapestry, I've witnessed remarkable transformations. We've
evolved from meeting in a rental space off Jeronimo to owning our own building—a significant
milestone that marked a new chapter for our community. But the changes extend far beyond
physical spaces. Over the years, we've deepened our understanding of Diversity, Equity, and
Inclusion (DEI), and we now place value on centering voices and perspectives from BIPOC
(Black, Indigenous, and People of Color) communities. Twenty years ago, we may not have
even recognized those acronyms, but today they are core to who we are and how we engage
with the world.

Our music has also evolved, reflecting the richness and diversity of our community. From
classical solos and Tapestry Train to Beatles renditions, black spirituals, and more, our music
lifts us up and reminds us of our shared humanity. At the same time, we've expanded our
commitment to environmental issues, a priority that was barely on the radar back in 2001.

Through these changes, new visitors and members have joined us, bringing fresh energy and
perspectives. Their presence has sparked the creation of new groups and initiatives, such as
TapX and Welcoming Neighbors Home. These efforts, alongside our meals at the ALS shelter in
Laguna Canyon and growing concern for the homeless, demonstrate how Tapestry extends its
care beyond our walls. Programs like Friends of Orange County Detainees (FOCD), which once
focused on visiting immigrants in detention, have blossomed into members welcoming friends
into their homes and lives.

From our humble beginnings in a rental location to the strong foundation we now call home,
we’ve grown up. But our growth isn’t only physical or structural—it’s spiritual, emotional, and
communal. The Tapestry Board may focus on finances, but we are also tasked with nurturing
the spirit of Tapestry, weaving together all the threads of our shared experiences and
aspirations.

Physicist Richard P. Feynman once said, “Nature uses only the longest threads to weave her
patterns, so that each small piece of her fabric reveals the organization of the entire tapestry.”
This resonates deeply with our journey. While the past 20 years have brought immense change,
they have also been defined by action, by growth in service of our vision: fo be a
transformational home for liberal spirituality and a dynamic community leader in South Orange
County and beyond.

This is who we are. We're not simply waiting for the future to unfold—we are actively shaping it.
Together, we are a tapestry, woven with care and intention, and our work is far from finished. Let



us continue to change, grow, and take our responsibilities seriously—but not too seriously! With
love, joy, and purpose, we can keep weaving something beautiful for ourselves and the wider
world.

In gratitude,
Keith Tuominen, President of Tapestry’s Board



