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2019: Year in
Review
WOMEN’S RIGHTS
ACTION GROUP
Year 3 - Amazing!

STOP THE BANS

OUR MASCOT

OC WOMEN’S MARCH

THE GAZETTE

2019 - What an Amazing Year!
For the first time Tapestry now has a permanent home. The Women’s Rights Action Group
(WRAG) wasted no time settling in & getting to work. WRAG members and the congregation
• Presented two community events
• Held two successful item drives
• Attended two talks by iconic female activists
• Took to the streets in protest
• Signed petitions, wrote our elected officials, and raised awareness on
issues that impact the lives of women and girls

Members of
Women’s Rights
Action Group Making a
difference in 2019!

This year-end issue highlights some of the “Action” of the Women’s Rights Action Group.
~Editor
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Highlights:

What a Year! Here are a few highlights:
• 3rd Annual Women’s March: On 1/19/19, over 33
Tapestry members gathered with other local members of
UU Congregations. It was an uplifting day and especially
great meeting all our fellow O.C. UUs!
• G-L-O-R-I-A!!!: On 2/19 over 16 Tapestry folks attended
“An Evening with Gloria Steinem: Conversation and Book
Signing” at the Bowers Museum. Ir was energizing being in
the company of hundreds of empowered women!
• 34th Annual Great American Write-In: A HUGE
Success!! For the first time WRAG held a booth at this
event. We asked attendees to write postcards to Congress
to pass the Raise the Wage Act increasing the federal
minimum wage to $15/hr. Women are 2/3rds of minimum
wage workers.
• Women’s Journey Foundation Presents: Making
HERStory: Carole S and Karen N enjoyed the lively
presentation of key women activists through the years. It
was encouraging to see all the young women in attendance
and participating in the program.
• Colette’s Children’s Home: Tapestry Congregants once
again showed their support by donating over 2,171
feminine hygiene products. CCH serves homeless women
who suffer from economic hardship, domestic violence,
mental health issues and substance abuse.
• Women’s History Museum: Best Service Auction
Event Ever! Debbie and Karen co-hosted trip for auction
winners, including a private tour and picnic lunch after!
• Tarana Burke: Originator of the “Me Too” Movement.
WRAG members heard this dynamic leader speak on the
overlooked “work” needed to address the trauma of sexual
assault and empathy to heal survivors.

Top: Debbie S. (2nd from
left) in Sacramento for
women’s rights
Bottom: 150 Movie DVDs
sent to female soldiers

• more to follow. . .
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Taking it to the Streets!
Orange County Women’s March 2019
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National Day of Action (aka Stop the Bans)
Our members showed up to protest recent state laws across the country that not only bans
abortions, but criminalizes it, with the goal of overturning Roe v. Wade.
“Thank you” to Debbie and
Rona for representing WRAG
as co-Champions at Planned
Parenthood Advocacy
meetings!

Stop the
Bans Rally!

Tarana Burke at UCI

Karen,
Carol, Lauren
& Carl attend
talk by leader
of “Me Too”
Movement
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Gloria Steinem at Bowers Museum
Debbie, Iris, Carol, Carol,
Marilyn, Nancy, Susan attend
conversation with icon Gloria
Steinem

Julia, Linda, Judy, and Bev attend conversation with icon
Gloria Steinem

Great American Write-In (our 1st booth)
Carol, Frieda, Celia,
Marilyn, Charlotte

Colette’s Children’s Home
(Item Drive)
WRAG delivering over 2,100 much
needed feminine hygiene products
when their supply became low
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Community Events
Orange County Human Trafficking Task Force (OCHTTF) Presentation
Our first community event in our new home was a SUCCESS! The event was well attended
with over 50 people, of whom a dozen were guests. Everyone pitched in and created a fun
team environment, setting the stage for many future WRAG programs to our congregation
and the community.

Cristel of OCHTTF (4th from the left)
presented the eye-opening realities of
human sex and labor trafficking in our
own backyard. Our congregation
showed their support for OCHTTF by
donating $550 cash as our August
Generosity Sunday Recipient.

Our second event was “The IF
Project” — a documentary on the
lives of incarcerated women. The
evening was made more meaningful
by our special guest speakers:
Stephanie Hammerwold of Pacific
Reentry Career Services and two of
her clients who shared their
challenges as formerly incarcerated
women returning to the work force.

!6

DECEMBER 28, 2019

SPECIAL EDITION

UU Women’s Retreat at Camp de
Benneville:
Tapestry ladies enjoy a lovely weekend in
the mountains near Big Bear with other
amazing UU women!

Reflections. . .
To the folks who were there in the early days, to those who jump in when they are able,
to the newcomers who have bravely joined a meeting soon after first visiting Tapestry
and to all our congregants who support our item drives and documentary’s and guest
speakers: THANK YOU! I have especially enjoyed our very cool group dynamics,
friendship and laughter! As we plan for 2020, I hope you enjoy Carol’s beautiful end of
the year Gazette! Peace and Love!
~Karen (Founder of Tapestry UU Women’s Rights Action Group)

OUR MISSION STATEMENT: We are a dynamic group of all ages and gender identities
gathered together to apply our Unitarian Universalist principles in support of women and
women’s issues. We provide a network of information and partnership opportunities focused on
women. Areas of interest include reproductive justice, political activism, health care,
empowerment, and equality.
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