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"In order to create a meditative and reflective mood, please enter the sanctuary in
silence if the Prelude music has begun."

The theme for December is
COMMUNION
Nov 29— 10:00 AM
“If The Only Prayer You Ever
Say Is Thank You…”
Rev. Arvid Straube, the former
minister of First Unitarian Universalist Church of San Diego, will be
presenting a sermon entitled, “If The
Only Prayer You Ever Say Is Thank
You…” This sermon will explain
why and how the practice of gratitude is the most powerful means of
spiritual growth.
Rev. Arvid Straube
Dec 6— 10:00 AM
“Sacredness

of Sharing”
December’s theme for worship at
Tapestry is Communion. Though we
no longer embrace the Christian
symbols of bread and wine, we often
share our meals and memories together. We believe that sharing our
resources in the spirit of love is a
holy act, and the blessings we receive from sharing reach far beyond
monetary gain or nutritional sustenance.
Rev. Kent

Dec 13— 10:00 aM
“A Holiday Lawsuit”
Tapestry’s children and youth
will present a fun and informative play that explores the origins of Christmas traditions.
There will be no Children’s Religious Education today, because
all ages are invited to participate
in worship together. The nursery
will be open.
Multi-Generational

Asst. Editors

a brighter tomorrow.
Rev. Kent Doss
Dec 27— 10:00 aM
“Meaningful Meals”
Some of life’s greatest moments happen at the dinner table. This Sunday, Greg Cline,
Grayson Gothard, and Cherish Jones will share the stories
behind the most meaningful
meals in their lives.

DEC 20— 10:00 AM
“Whole and Holy,
Human Bodies”
This season of Christmas celebrates the unlikely birth of a
child. Yoga, communion, ritual
cleansing, and fasting suggest
that our bodies are a gateway to
deeper ways of knowing. This
Sunday we will deepen our Unitarian Universalist understanding of our sacred bodies.
Rev. Kent
Dec 24— 5:30 pm
Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service
Come celebrate Christmas Eve
with your Unitarian Universalist
community. Together we will
celebrate the ancient story of the
birth of a child, and the hope for
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President’s Ponderings
Living in Southern California as we do, do you ever have to stop and really think
about what season it is? I pass a brilliant red liquidambar tree and think fall, but it’s
December. I try to put away my summer clothes, then we get a hot spell in the 90s.
But the too-short days are the best reminder that winter, at least on the calendar, is
coming fast, along with the end of the year.
The Tapestry leadership has seasons, too. In summer, the new board gets to know
one another and their new roles. By fall, programs, events, and planning are in full
swing. Things slow down around the holidays, but the first half of the new year is
when great things happen.
We start off with focus groups so the Board can gauge the congregation’s interest and
intent for Tapestry’s good work going forward. We hold a Leadership Overview session so that anyone who is interested in serving the congregation as a volunteer, on a
committee, or on the Board understands the options and learns about how Tapestry operates. One of our key
leadership roles is the Chair of our Stewardship drive, the foundation of Tapestry’s budget. We are thrilled
that Eddie Moler has agreed to lead our 2016-2017 campaign. Though fairly new to Tapestry, he had a great
deal of leadership experience in his previous congregation. We look forward to hearing his ideas and helping this effort to be a big success. The results of this campaign will be key to guiding the Comprehensive
Planning Committee’s work. Those of you sitting toward the back of the sanctuary can hear how much our
children and youth enthusiastically enjoy their classes. Renting space for additional classrooms nearby is at
the top of our space planning list, as is improving our kitchen facilities. The committee will be making recommendations for our options and our budget.
In 2016, you’ll also see a few new faces on the Tapestry staff—it’s all good, stay tuned for details. In the
meantime, my wish for all of you is for a safe, reflective, and joyful holiday season. Remember your Tapestry family is always here for you.

Lynn
Community Conversation on Race – Sunday January 24 – 5:30-8:00 p.m.
The evening will start with a potluck. Please bring something to share. At 6:30 the program will begin. We
will view two or three different TED Talks videos. Each 20-minute video introduces a framework for understanding race. We will have a short period of discussion after each video. Youth are encouraged to participate in this community discussion. This event is hosted by the new Tapestry group Race Matters.
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Ministerial perspectives
In October I preached a “Question Box” sermon. During the sermon time I responded to various questions
written by people attending worship. There wasn’t time to answer all of them, but this one seemed like a
very good newsletter topic. The question was, “What is the minister’s role? Should the minister make a lot
of personal friends with members, attending events like potlucks and auction social events? Or, should the
minister remain a bit removed? And why?”
There is no single perfect answer to this question. Ministers are as diverse as the individuals who fill any
profession. We each bring our personality with us, which means “good” ministry can look like several different things. There are two bookends to the relationship though.
First, my relationship with members of Tapestry is not a friendship. It is friendly, but not friendship. There
is a professional boundary between clergy and laity that is my responsibility to maintain.
There is a power imbalance between a minister and his or her congregant. Ministers are turned to for comfort, wisdom, and inspiration. For ministry to be successful, a high level of respect is given to or earned by
the minister. Power imbalances like that, are not a good foundation for true friendship.
Also, I am the minister of an entire community, and of entire families. Friendship implies allegiance to an
individual person. I can’t nurture the health of a community if personal preferences get in the way. The same
goes for providing ministry for families in times of conflict. I am here as everyone’s minister. I’m not claiming to be completely impartial, but it is the goal.
This is not friendship, but it is not a detached clinical relationship either. During my ordination, Rev. John
Morehouse gave the “Charge to the Minister.” His basic message was, “love them.” He charged me to love
the people that I serve as a minister. And I do. My heart is invested in this community like a family, not
based on individual friendships, but on a foundation of shared history and commitment.
This is a very long answer to say that my role as minister is a complicated one. There’s more to it than
where I spend my time. If there is a concern about the way I manage relationships in ministry, I really hope
that whoever wrote this question will speak with me directly. But I’m glad this very good question came up.
Sincerely,
Rev. Kent

WISDOM CIRCLE MEETING
Wisdom Circle – Thursday December 17 th – 2:00 p.m. at Laguna Woods – 7:00 p.m. at Tapestry - Wisdom
Circle is a casual discussion group. Each session includes inspiring readings, a time for silent meditation,
and a group discussion on the month’s worship theme. The theme for December and the topic of discussion
is COMMUNION.
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treAsUrer’s rePort ending october 2015
Income: Current period income was $27,414 which is $8,447 above budget.
Expenses not counting Spirit Grant Offset: Total operating expenses for the period were $23,926, which
is under the planned budget of $26,747, or ($2,821). $100 Spirit Grant Funds were used. Not transferred as
of 11/9.
Income less Expenses: Current Period income less expenses was $3,388 which is $6,226 above budget.
Income: (Negative is Bad)
Pledge, Plate and Unpledged Income over budget (statements sent)
$4,633
“Fun” Raising was over budget
951
Misc. Income was above budget—investments, building use
2,863
Operating Expenses: (Positive is Bad)
Leadership Expenses were below budget—we are not saving for Sabbatical, Music Dir
( 2,984)
Administrative Expenses were at budget
47
Building & Grounds were at budget
(
33)
Committee Expenses were below budget

( 601)

Community Life Expenses were above budget
750
Cash & Securities Balances: Bank and Investment account balances at the end of the period are listed
below
Operating Account
$ 5,642
Gift Card Account
2,190
Minister’s Discretionary
1,567
Spirit Level Grant Account
62,129
Growth Fund Savings (Marie Ferguson pledge)
89,529
Letter of Credit Account
25,186
PayPal Account
1,883
UUCEF Capital Campaign
206,055
UUCEF Cash Reserves
30,476
Cash & Securities Total
$ 424,657

As you contemplate future contributions, please consider electronic giving. Authorization forms and additional information are available in the church office. Penny Kinnear
To connect to the stewardship donations forms, click on the link below:
http://tapestryuu.org//2015-2016-shape-up-stewardship-drive
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Religious education
Dear Tapestry,
I am grateful to not only work at Tapestry, but to be included as part of the
Tapestry family. Thank you for the baby shower, well wishes, and gifts. Jarett,
Emillia, and I are very excited for our new family member, due January 12, and
Emillia and I will bring her to Tapestry in February or March to introduce her to
all of you. I will certainly email pictures before then announcing her arrival. I will
be on maternity leave beginning December 21. RECY will be in the very capable of
hands of the RE committee and our wonderful volunteer teachers and assistants.
Before I start my maternity leave we have two exciting events to enjoy at Tapestry. The first is volunteering
at Second Harvest Food Bank. This is an opportunity for everyone in the congregation to give back and to
enjoy time together. If you have never been gleaning, I highly recommend it. The second event is our holiday play, “The Holiday Lawsuit.” This year the pagans are suing the Christians for copyright infringement.
Join us on Dec 13 to see how the honorable Judge Kent Doss will rule.
In peace,
Katelynn Riva
Director of Religious Exploration

Incredible Edible Farm, Gleaning Dec 12, 1-3pm
Gleaning, or gathering the harvest, is done through Second Harvest Food Bank. They grow fresh produce
for families and food banks. This field trip is for everyone, although children must be seven or older. Parents are encouraged to attend, limit 20 participants. Please email me or sign up at the RECY table. http://
feedoc.org/HowToHelp/DonateTime/Individual_Opportunities/IncredibleEdibleFarm.aspx
UUSC and Guest at Your Table
Guest at Your Table is a Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC) fundraiser. The UUSC works
with grassroots organizations worldwide protecting human rights. On Nov. 15 we launched Guest at Your
Table. You can pick up a donation can or box, at the greeter’s table; put it on your dining room table or by
your front door and collect money through Dec. 13. On Dec 13, please bring your donations back to Tapestry. Questions? Speak with Katelynn Riva or Jan Meslin.
Thank you for Volunteering in June
Jenny Ellsworth, Molly Stelovich, Dave Weber, Ellen Bean, Marle Chen, Jane Steven, Lauren
Schmid, Mickey McCullough, Diana Bellafiore, Chris Amatuzzi, Carrie Johnson, Eddie Moler, Jennifer Buck, Chrsitine Krueger, Rebecca Lindelof, Kara Corbin-Lickfett, Liz Bear, Ian Read, Kathy
Lenney, and Tara Sayre.
RECY Committee Co- Chairs: Jay Lickfett and Kathy Tuominen-Lenney Members: Jane Steven and
Molly Stelovich
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Tapestry tree trimming & potluck
What: First Sunday POTLUCK Brunch
Where: Tapestry
When: December 6th at 11:15 AM
It is time to trim the tree!! Join us on December 6th for a potluck
brunch and stay to trim the tree!

Please RSVP to Amanda Wainwright and let her know what dish you will
bring to share! a.m.standish@gmail.com
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New book group begins

WHODUNNIT?
AND WHO’S
GONNA DO IT?

It’s a Mystery!
We’re still looking to add new members. The next meeting is scheduled for Sunday, Dec. 27, at the home of
Joan Segal. We will be reading and discussing Death at la Fenice by Donna Leon. This is the first book in the
Commissario Guido Brunetti series, set in Venice, Italy. If you are a mystery book lover and are interested in
joining the group or learning more, contact Connie Pursell at cmpursell@aol.com. Joan Segal’s address for
the December meeting is:
40 Sienna
Ladera Ranch, CA
949-276-8275
949-812-9502 cell
joan.amendola@gmail.com

WAYS AND MEANS EVENTS FOR 2015-6
Sunday, August 23--BBQ at Kathy Spahn's house SUUCCESS
Saturday, September 26--Fall Auction--SUUper Heroes SUUCCESS
Sunday, October 4--Yappy Hour SUUCCESS
Friday, October 30--Samhain Festival SUUCCESS
Sunday, Dec. 20--Holiday Boutique with Soup Lunch on Dec. 20 NEXT UUP
Saturday, January 16--Tapestry's Got Talent
Saturday, February 13--Valentine's Day Parents Afternoon/Evening Out
Saturday, March 19--Spring Auction

EXCHANGE STUDENT NEEDS A HOST
TAPESTRY, A UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATION Vol. 21, No. 12
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TAPESTRY groups & activities
Calling All Tapestry
Moms

Gift Card Program

Tapestry Moms,
come check out our
newest support
group--Moms Facing Moms. We will
meet again on the
first Tuesday at Tapestry from 7-9:00
p.m. Come every first Tues. of the
month for a night out just for you!
Join other Tapestry moms for
friendship, laughter and some tasty
snacks. This is a group just for
moms, but if you need childcare, let
us know in advance. For more information, please contact Kathy
Tuominen-Lenney at: Kathyemma@cox.net. Even if you haven’t
come to our group before, you are
welcome to join us. It is an open
group.

START THINKING ABOUT
HOLIDAY GIFT CARD
NEEDS
Thanks to everyone who purchased Scrip=Gift Cards in the
last several months. We have
reduced our inventory by about
$10,000. We want to stop
guessing what cards you might
want and purchase only those
you have requested. Please start
thinking now about what you
will need for holiday giving.
Keep in mind your family,
friends, children’s teachers,
housekeepers, handymen or
women, gardeners, window
washers, hairdressers or manicurists. Scrip is an ideal way to
gift those you love or those
who help you.

Women’s
Issues Book Group
The next Book
Group meeting
will be Wed.,
December 9,
2015 at 5:30
p.m. at Tapestry.
We will be discussing Behind the
Coffeeand
DragBeautiful Forevers; Death,
on
Hope in a Mumbai Undercity, by
Katherine Boo.

You can choose Scrip from
over 1800 merchants. Just visit
shopwithscrip.com to see a list
of the vendors. Let the Scrip
Team know no later than December 13th what you would
like to purchase so that we can
order appropriately to meet
your needs. Visit the Scrip=Gift
Card table on Sundays or email
babradley@comline.com to
submit your requests.

If you have questions, please contact Carol Semelroth
carolrdgma@cox.net.
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It is always so comforting to
gather together with so many
wonderful women, and we are
so grateful that we got to enjoy
the lovely home of Kathy
Spahn, who was the grandest
and most relaxed hostess just
as she always is for our November brunch. We again enjoyed delicious birthday cakes
supplied by Liz Rickett and
Bev Huff to celebrate the
birthdays of Barbara Bradley, Linda Yeargin and Marsha Medina.
Our next Tapestry Ladies’
Brunch will be on Tuesday,
December 15th and the location will be announced by
email at a later date. We will
be enjoying our potluck/
friendship salad, so please
bring two different ingredients
for our salad bar to serve about
12 people. Join together with
other ladies in our congregation in the spirit of friendship
and community. For more information contact Carol
Semelroth at 412-5022 or
email carolrdgma@cox.net
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Tapestry groups & activities
it’s A mYsterY booK groUP

ARMCHAIR TRAVELERS AT TAPESTRY

Our new Tapestry book group has now held two
meetings. The next meeting is scheduled for Sunday, Nov. 15 at 1:30 pm, at the home of Anne Farrell. We will be reading and discussing All Shall
Be Well by Deborah Crombie, a mystery in the
Duncan Kincaid/Gemma James series. We are
looking forward to welcoming more members. If
you are a mystery book lover and are interested in
joining the group or learning more, contact Connie
Pursell at cmpursell@aol.com.

We meet bi-monthly or so to hear the adventures of
our Tapestry Traveling twosomes, or trios or four…
You get the idea. COMING SOON: a presentation
by some our members who recently traveled to Cuba. Stay tuned for details and a date .

men’s breAKFAst
The next men's breakfast will be
on Saturday, December 19 at
9:00 a.m. at Coco's on Crown
Valley just east of I-5. All men
are welcome. Call Jim
Semelroth at (949) 427-1994
for more information.

We always have a potluck at 5:30 with the presentation at 6:30. Remember, we're green, so bring your
own beverages and reusable utensils and plates.
RSVP to Julia Rampone JRampone@aol.com) so
we know how many tables to set up.
This is a potluck/presentation, so bring a dish to
share (main dish, appetizer or dessert).

HISTORY BOOK GROUP
The History Book Club will meet on Tuesday, Dec.
15 for this month only. We meet at
6:00 pm at the home of Anne Farrell
in Mission Viejo. Our book for this
month is Madison's Music by Burt
Neuborne, which is a study of the
First Amendment.
Our usual meeting date is the second Monday of
each month and all newcomers are welcome. We
read biography and other non-fiction as well as history titles, and would be happy to have new members.

BRIDGE GROUP 6:30 PM
The Bridge Group continues to
shuffle along monthly at 6:30
PM on the third Saturday
evening. Looking to teach new
players. Please call Janet Lusk
at (949) 768-9177.

tend to YoUr Knittin’
If you are "into" handcrafts, please join us at our
Monthly meetings. All crafters are welcome.
Meetings are at my home on the 4th Tuesday of each
month. If you have never been here, please contact
me at penny@dbkinnear.com or (714) 267-2716 for
directions. (Your navigation system will not work.)
We look forward to a wonderful group of friends
with whom to spend a great afternoon working on
projects we love and learning from each other.
Penny Kinnear
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Tapestry COMMUUNICATIONS
COMMUNICATIONS
There is an unofficial email list that
is used for information and
reminders of upcoming events. If
you would like to subscribe free to
this low volume list, here is all you need to do:

INTERESTED IN JOINING TAPESTRY?
Contact Rev. Kent Doss, Lynn Cowan, Lauren
Schmid or Amanda Wainwright. Contact numbers
are on the next two pages.

To subscribe, send an e-mail from the one you want to receive mail on to all-subscribe@tapestryuu.org. AOL email
will not work with the “all” list.

The Answer Man

To unsubscribe, send an e-mail from the account you want
to remove from the list to: all-unsubscribe@tapestryuu.org

A.M., Self-Appointed Genius, Esq.

To send a message: all@tapestryuu.org

COMMUUNIQUE ON THE WEB
Check out Tapestry’s website at
www.tapestryuu.org.

https://www.facebook.com/TapestryUU

ORDER OF SERVICE AND ANNOUNCEMENT
SUBMISSION DEADLINES
In order to accommodate the Administration office hours, all items you wish included in the Order of Service or announcements must be received no later than the Monday at 9 a.m. prior to the Sunday you wish
them included. Please remember that announcements will be included on a space available basis. If you
have any questions, please contact Theresa, our office administrator, at (949) 581-0245 or email at
publicity@tapestryuu.org.

CHANGES OF PERSONAL INFORMATION
Have you had a change of name, address, email, home phone, cell phone, marital status? Please let the Office Administrator know by sending changes to publicity@tapestryuu.org. or call (949) 581-0245. Current
email addresses are most important now.
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Tapestry MOVERS AND SHAKERS
Committee/Activity

Chair Person

Phone Number

Email Address

Audio/Visual

Thom Steury

(949) 382-5959

tmsteury@gmail.com

Caring

Cherish Jones

(949) 742-0288

jonescherish@gmail.com

Communications

Dave Kinnear

(949) 436-0222

dave@dbkinnear.com

Jim Semelroth

(949) 249-9795

jimsemweed@cox.net

Denominational Affairs
and Partnerships

Jan Meslin

(858) 395-4675

jmeslin@cox.net

Finance

Julia Rampone

(949) 215-1475

JRampone@aol.com

Friends of OC Detainees

Peggy Thompson

(949) 786-9697

peggy.thompson@cox.net

Green Sanctuary

Carol Semelroth
Bev Huff

(949) 249-9795
(949) 837-8156

carolrdgma@cox.net
bevhuff@cox.net

Greeters

Retha Roberts

(949)916-6447

retha4@cox.net

Hospitality

Judy Tracy

(949) 363-6467

judytracy@cox.net

Literacy Tutoring

Keith TuominenLenney

(949) 859-5962

tuomileny@cox.net

Membership

Amanda Wainwright

(412) 334-2003

a.m.standish@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor

Jim Semelroth

(949) 249-9795

jimsemweed@cox.net

Nominating

Barbara Bradley

(949) 454-0738

babradley@comline.com

Religious Education

Jay Lickfett

(949) 456-6879

jay@lickfett.net

Kathy T. Lenney

(949) 859-5962

kathyemma@cox.net

Scrip

Barbara Bradley

(949) 454-0738

babradley@comline.com

Stewardship

Ed Moler

(949) 215-6980

eddie@moler-steven.org

Ushers

Marilyn Schroeder

(949) 582-8519

123chuckle@cox.net

UU Justice Ministry

Jan Meslin

(858) 395-4675

jmeslin@cox.net

Ways and Means

Kathy Spahn

(949) 760-9177

rubyslipperstwo@earthlink.net

Website

Dave Kinnear

(949) 436-0222

dave@dbkinnear.com

Dave Salahi

(949) 362-0842

david@salahi.net

Dave Weber

(650) 793-5770

dweber357@gmail.com

Worship
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Rev. Kent Doss, Minister
23436 Madero, #140
Mission Viejo, California
92691-3141
Phone: (949) 581-0245
Visit us online at
http://tapestryuu.org

WHo’s WHo in tAPestrY, A UnitAriAn UniVersAList congregAtion
MINISTER. Rev. Kent Doss

rev@tapestryuu.org

OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR Theresa de los Santos (949) 581-0245
or admin@tapestryuu.org
DIR. OF RELIGIOUS EXPLORATION
Katelynn Riva

dre@tapestryuu.org

Board of Trustees:
President
VP Finance
VP Operations
Treasurer
Secretary
Trustee at large
Trustee at large
Trustee at large

Lynn Cowan (16)
Julia Rampone (16)
Lauren Schmid (16)
Penny Kinnear (16)
Kara Lickfett (16)
Roger Greene (17)
Kathy Spahn (16)
Brett Jones (17)

(949) 831-7815
(949) 215 1475
(949)585-7440
(714) 267-2716
(949) 456-6879
(949) 439-3613
(949) 760-9177
(949) 232-6671

Committee/Activity Chairs:
Audio/Visual
Caring Committee
RECY
Communications

Thom Steury
Cherish Jones
Kathy T. Lenney
Dave Kinnear
Jim Semelroth
Denominational Affairs and Partnerships J. Meslin
Finance Committee Julia Rampone
Membership
Amanda Wainwright
Newsletter Editor
Jim Semelroth

(949) 382-5959
(949) 232-6771
(949) 859-5962
(949) 436-0222
(949) 249-9795
(949) 395-4675
(949) 215 1475
(412) 334-2003
(949) 249-9795

Religious Exploration
Scrip

Jay Lickfett
Kathy Tuominen-Lenney
Barbara Bradley

(949) 456-6879
(949) 859-5962
(949) 454-0738

Social Action Committee
Human Rights:
Environment:
Economic Justice:

Jan Meslin
Iris Anderson
Charlotte Clarke

(949) 395-4675
(760) 707-4060
(949) 831-8342

Sunday Announcements
Ushers
Ways and Means
Website
Worship

admin@tapestryuu.org, Tuesday deadline
Linda Yeargin
(949) 418-2620
Kathy Spahn
(949) 760-9177
Dave Kinnear
(949) 436-0222
Dave Salahi
(949) 362-0842
Dave Weber
(650) 793-5770

TAPESTRY’S CARING COMMITTEE
The Caring Committee is made up of Janet Lusk,
Sheryl Hagen, Carol Semelroth, Cherish Jones
(Chair), Marilyn Schroeder, Kathy Spahn, Linda
Yeargin, and of course, Reverend Kent.
Please contact one of these people if you know of
any support that a congregant might need. We maintain a small supply of helpful gadgets (wheelchairs,
walkers, commodes, etc.) and will lend them to anyone who might need them.

